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Editorial
This issue of the International Journal of Orofacial Myology is truly international.
Articles include a variety of clinical research reports as well as information about oral
myofunctional disorders and therapies in various countries. The survey reported by
Dr. Forrest Umberger and Janie vanReenen about attitudes of speech-language
pathologists regarding oral myofunctional phenomena presents a challenge to better
inform professionals in the USA about this area of growing cliRical importance. The
significant work of Ors. Gloria Kellum, Alan Gross and colleagues is part of a federally
funded longitudinal projectto document risk factors with orofacial variations. This group
currently holds the only federally-funded grant in the area of orofacial myofunctional
conditions.
The accomplishments of our colleague Ana Garretto in Argentina in the training of
dental students about oral myofunctional disorders should inspire us to parallel her
excellent pioneering work.
The clinical reports from our colleagues in Switzerland (Dr. Schwitzer and
associates) and Germany/Argentina (Ors. Limbrock, Castillo-Morales and associates)
serve as motivation to develop innovative treatment strategies and to document the
treatment outcomes as a ·means of assessing therapy success.
Lastly, a new section, CLINICAL EXCHANGE, has been added to this issue to
highlight the perspectives and analysis of Marge Snow regarding a previous article by
Dr. Marvin Hanson. This type of exchange serves the association well and
demonstrates opinion differences in their most professional and provocative sense.
I hope that you enjoy the variety of important contributions in this issue of the Journal.
Robert M. Mason, PhD, DMD, Editor

